SERNATS Discretionary Funds Guidelines

Purpose: SERNATS discretionary funds are intended to assist NATS chapters within the Region to sponsor master classes, lectures, recitals, workshops and other educational activities that enrich the professional life of teachers and/or students. 

Available to: NATS Chapters within the Southeastern Region. The funds are for SERNATS Chapter group-sponsored events, not for individual member use. Chapters are limited to one grant application per calendar year (January 1 to December 31).

Grant Amounts: Funding up to $400(USD) may be requested in any fiscal year (January 1 to December 31); unlike National Funds, SERNATS Funds do not have to be matched by the Chapter. 

SERNATS Applications are accepted beginning in January for each calendar year; a Region-wide total of $1600 is available annually for Discretionary Fund sponsored events, and they will be considered and awarded on a first-come, first served basis. New funding monies will be available each January.

Each Chapter may apply for one and only one event per calendar year. Preference will be given to requests from organizations that have not previously received SERNATS discretionary funds and those sponsoring groups for whom SERNATS discretionary funds will permit the offering of quality events not otherwise possible.

Eligibility: Chapters must first apply for National Discretionary Funds to be considered for SERNATS funding (see the nats.org website for details). The Chapter does not have to be approved for National Discretionary Funds to receive SERNATS Discretionary Funds; however, the Chapter must apply for National Funding to be considered for Regional Funding.

To Apply:

Applications for SERNATS Discretionary Funds must be submitted by the Chapter President or District Governor and received by the Regional Governor no less than 3 weeks prior to the event date. All applications are processed in the order in which they are received.

1. Apply first to the National NATS Discretionary Funds for funding support for events. Applications can be found at www.nats.org. Make a copy or printout of the National Form to include with the SERNATS application.

2. Apply next to the Region for Discretionary Fund support, using the SERNATS Discretionary Funds Form. Include a copy of the same application sent to the National NATS Discretionary Fund in the packet being sent to the Regional Governor.

3. Chapters can apply for Regional Discretionary Fund grants in amounts up to $400 per year.

4. Chapters are limited to one grant application per calendar year.  

5. Preference will be given to those chapters that were not granted awards in the prior calendar year.

If  SERNATS Funds are Granted

Events that receive funding from the Region should send invitations (via email or other advertisement) to Chapters throughout the Region, and also send a notice to be posted on the Regional website.

Posters, programs or other advertisements for the event should contain the wording: "This event is made possible in part by a grant from the Discretionary Funds of the NATS Southeastern Region.” Chapters which receive both Regional and National funds may state: "This event is made possible in part by a grant from the Discretionary Funds of the National Association of Teachers of Singing, Inc., and an additional grant from the Southeastern Region of NATS.

An admission charge for those attending and participating in these events is allowed. (See Note below.)

Following the event, each grant awarded must be followed by a final report to the Regional Governor.  If a chapter or district received funds from the National Office, a copy of that final report will serve as a final report to the Regional Governor.  If National funds were not granted, the Chapter should still use the National final report format.

Submission of receipts is mandatory. Receipts and related paperwork are due to the Regional Governor no later than six weeks after the event and, in all cases, no later than November 30 of that year.

Note: The SERNATS Discretionary Fund is not a primary source of funding for special events, but an ancillary one. If a program is financially successful to the extent that discretionary funds are not needed (e.g. the Chapter breaks even or makes a profit), please notify the Regional Governor immediately so that those funds can be released to another applicant. 

